


2. Councillor Walker to Executive Councillor for Arts and Recreation  
 
What has the City Council achieved to date, and what specific measures have been 
implemented to progress the commitments made in the allotments resolution of 4th 
December 2008? How many more people now have allotments? How many people 
are currently on waiting lists compared to December 2008? And when does she 
propose to bring a report to the Community Services Committee as agreed in that 
resolution? 
 
What specific measures have been implemented to progress the commitments 
made in the allotments resolution of 4th December 2008?  
 
a) Active Communities undertook an audit in December 2008 to establish the accuracy of 
the waiting lists in relation to the 8 allotment sites managed directly by Cambridge City 
Council (9 others are managed separately by Allotment Societies under leases issued by 
the Council). 
 
b) Letters were sent out to everyone on the waiting list, and asked whether they were still 
interested in remaining on the list.  The exercise resulted in the removal of 152 people 
from the list.  
 
c) New pages highlighting allotment provision have been developed in the Council's 
website: 
http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/allotments  
This provides an online waiting list that allows people to register and check on their 
position. The list is regularly updated as new plots are allocated. 
Other useful information includes: 
- Apply for an allotment form, where new applicants details are sent to a dedicated council 
inbox for receipt and response. 
-  An allotments map indicating both council run and allotment society sites. 
- An allotments bulletin board for important community announcement. 
- An update tenants' details form  
- Links to relevant web sites, especially the Cambridge Allotments Network. 
- Download of Tenancy Agreement.  
 
d) A starter plot initiative was introduced which has produced 28 new plots with another 14 
due to be ready shortly.  
- only one site per enquiry allowed, which reduced multiple applications.  
- smaller size plots only offered to new plot holders, which could be upgraded to half plot 
sizes at a later date. 
- half plots replaced full 10 pole plots where possible. 
 
How many more people now have allotments on Council sites? 
161 
 
More people who have allotments 20 October 2009 
41  
 
How many people are currently on waiting lists compared to December 2008? 
222 on waiting list now compared to 281 in December 2008 
 



3. Councillor Walker to Executive Councillor for Housing  
 
This has been identified as a major issue to be addressed in Cambridge, along with the 
need to tackle fuel poverty. The Governments Warm Front programme is also an important 
opportunity for money to be targeted at people on income or disability-related benefits. 
 
1. How many households in Cambridge could potentially benefit from Warm Front?  
 
The Council is required to collect data for National Indicator 187 - Tackling Fuel Poverty 
which provides an indication of the number of households classified as fuel poor. From this 
data we have estimated that based on figures for 2008/09 the total number of residents 
who may be entitled to Warm Front assistance ranges between 1060 to 1835 depending 
on the current condition of their home. 
 
2. How many Cambridge households have received a Warm Front grant since the 
programme started?  
 
Warm Front commenced their first phase of work in June 2000 until May 2005 , 
unfortunately they have not been able to provide information on the amount of assistance 
provided within Cambridge. However under phase 2 of the Warm Front programme which 
has run from June 2005 to September 2009, 408 households within the City have received 
Warm Front Assistance equating to a spend of £361,374.46 on general energy 
improvements. 
 
3. What has been the take-up of the City Council Home Energy Grant since it was 
implemented, and what has it been spent on? 
 
Since April 2007 48 Applications for a Home Energy Grant have been made with 37 
applications approved. The work carried out includes 26 cases of Boiler/Central Heating 
work, 11 lofts insulated, 4 cavity walls insulated and 2 cases of glazing work, equating to a 
spend of £20,814.08. 
 
4. What is the City Council doing to encourage take-up of opportunities to increase 
thermal insulation in the private housing sector?  
 
The Council has a range of work and projects all focussed on increasing the energy 
efficiency of the private housing sector. The Home Energy Strategy and the Affordable 
Warmth Policy, which was approved by Community Services Scrutiny Committee in July 
2008, explain our targets and objectives and include an action plan of work. The main 
areas we are currently working on within private sector housing is described below. 
 
Comfort Zone Project 
This year long project works directly with residents in a specific area of Cambridge. It is a 
concentrated approach on promotion providing specific advice to suit the requirements of 
the residents and households in the area. A range of events, mailouts and special offers 
are held as part of this work. This is the second project of this type we have conducted. 
 
Promotion 
We have a whole range of activities to promote energy efficiency in the home 
Advertising - We advertise in a number of publications each year with the priority on 
publications aimed at vulnerable groups. 
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